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AXBRIDG-E  RURAL  DISTRICT  C0UM3IL 


mmL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


1968 

Tos  THE  GHAIRMAH  AMD  IvEMSERS  GP  THE 
AXBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUHCIL 

Mr»  Chairmaiij  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  District,  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  D^artment 
in  1 968  o 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  year  was  the  flooding  which  took  place 
in  many  parts  of  the  District  following  the  extremely  heavy  rainfall 
which  occurred  on  July  10th  - 11th,  I cannot  do  better  in,  desoribing 
the  events  of  this  ni^t  than  by  reproducing  the  Report  prepared  by 
Mr,  Po  K,  C,  Adams,  the  Clerk  to  iiie  Council,  for  the  Finance 
Committee  at  this  time. 

The  Report  is  given  here  as  an  Appendix. 

I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  Mi'.  Ellis,  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector,  and  the  other  Inspectors  for  their  help  and 
co-operation  during  the  year. 

I would  also  thank  the  Chairman  and  Menbers  of  the  Biblic  Health 
Committee  and  the  Officers  and  Staff  of  other  Departments  for  their 
advice  and  assistance. 


I am, 

Yours  fa-ithfully, 

D.  McGOWAH 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


November,  I969. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


General  Statistics 

Area  of  District 
Populations  1 931  Census 

I*  95.J  fi 

" 1 961  " 

Registrar  General's  Estimate 
for  Mid  1968 

Rateable  Value  (1  ok-^3) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 


90^936  acres 

22,076 

26,535 

30,796 

37,030 
£1  ,W,754 
12,192 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  Year  1968 


LIVE  BIRTHS; 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

272 

245 

517 

Illegitimate 

13 

14 

27 

285 

259 

544- 

LIVE  BIHL'HS  RATE;  (per  1,000  population)  = 12|.*7 
COIffiECTED  BIRTH  RATE;  (Comparability  Factor  1.15)  = l6,9 
TTiTiFiGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS;  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  s ^,Qffo 
STILL  BIRTHS; 

Male 

Legitimate  2 

niegitimat©  2 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE;  (Per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  = 14.5 
TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS;  552 

INFANT  DEATHS;  (Deaths  under  1 year) 

Male  Fema3.e  Total 

Legitimate  7 1 8 

Illegitimate  - » 

7 1 8 


Female  Total 
4 6 

2 

4 8 


INFAI^  MORTALITY  RATES 

TOTAL  E-IPANT  PEA  OHS  (per  1,000  live  births)  = 14.7 

LEGITIMATE  D^ANT  DEATHS  (per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births)  = 15.6 

JLT.EGITIMATE  INFANT  DEATHS  (per  1 ,000  Illegitimate  Live  births)  = Nil 

NEOI^AL  MORTALITY  RATE  (per  1,000  live  births)  = 12.9 

EARLY  NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  live 

births)  = 11 oO 

lERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  = 25.4 

MATERNAL  DEATHS  = Nil 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (per  1 ,000  live  and  still  births)  = Nil 


DEAIPHS 


Male  Female  Total 

oaMviMa>Owr  awOOUftaOMrvnaM  iMRaoanaBaiM 

272  206  478 

IM?ORKECTED  DEA.TH  RATE;  (per  1 ,000  popialation)  = 1 2.9 
CQBHECTED  EEATH  RATE;  (con^arability  Factor  0 ,97)  = 12.5 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

BIRTHS 

The  Registrar  General  gives  the  corrected  number  of  live  births  in 
the  District  as  544  (285  and  259  girls),  this  being  39  births  more 
than  in  1967®  Of  these  births  27  were  illegitimate. 

The  uncorrected  birth  rate  for  1968  was  14. 7 and  wiien  the  compara- 
bility factor  (1.15)  is  applied,  the  corrected  birth  rate  was  16.9  per 
1,000  of  the  total  population  compared  with  18.8  in  I967.  The  birth  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  in  I968  was  16,9® 


BIRTH  RATES 


Year 

12^ 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1262 

1 964 

1262 

1966  1967 

wmtmrnrnmm 

1268 

England  and 
Wales 

16.5 

17®1 

17.4 

I8e0 

18.2 

18.4 

18,1 

17.7 

17.2 

16.9 

Axbridge  Rural 
District 

14.9 

I80O 

15.2 

18.8 

18,1 

19.0 

19.9 

18.5 

18.8 

16.9 

STILL  BIRTHS 

The  registered  mm^ber  of  still  birtlis  in  1968  was  8 of  ”v^ich  two  were 
illegitimate,  thus  giving  a still  birth  rate  of  14»5  per  1,000  total  births. 


DEATHS 


After  correction  for  transferable  deaths  the  net  total  assigne<3L  to  the 
District  by  the  Registrar  Gerioral  was  478  (272  males  and  206  females).  This 
is  105  more  than  in  1967  and  gives  an  uncorrected  death  rate  of  12.9.  When 
adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution  to  make  it  comparable  with  other 
districts,  the  death  rate  was  12,5  per  1,000  of  total  population  conpared 
with  11.9  for  England  and  ¥/ales  as  a whole. 


For  many  years,  the  Registrar  General  has  used  the  short  list  of  36 
causes  in  classifying  causes  of  death  for  the  purpose  of  Annual  Reports. 
This  year,  a new  scheme  was  started,  breaking  down  the  causes  of  death  to 
65.  In  the  table,  vhere  there  were  no  deaths  in  the  District  due  to  any 
particular  cause,  these  causes  have  been  omitted. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

There  were  no  deaths  from  maternal  causes  in  I968. 

INFANT  LDRTALITY 

Ei^t  children  (7  boys  and  1 girl)  imder  the  age  of  one  3^ar,  died  in 
1968.  This  gives  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  14.7  per  1,000  live  births. 
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Enteritis  & other 
diarrhoeail  diseases 

Other  infective  and 
loarasdtic  diseases 

Mali,gnant  Neoplasm, 
stomach 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 
lijngj  bronchiis 

Mali^mnt  Neoplasm, 
breast 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 
uterus 

Leukaemia 


Other  Malignant 
Neoplasms,  etc. 

Benign  and  un- 
specif  ied  Neoplasms 

Diabetes  Mellitus 


Other  Endocrine, 
etc  o'  diseases 

Anaemias 


Mental  Disorders 


Other  Diseases  of 
Nervous  System  etc 

Ohroiiic  Rheumatic 
Heart  Disease 

Hypertensive  Disease 


Ischaemic  Heart 
Disease 

Other  forms  of 
Heart  Disease 

C erebrovas  cular 
Disease 


Other  Diseases  of 
Circulatory  system 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

SEX  Total  Under  4-  weel'cs  1-  p”  15”  25-  35“  45"  55-  65-  75+ 
all  4 & under 

Ages  Weeks  1 year 


M 

E 


1 


M 

p -I  „ _ - 


M 3 

E 2 


1 - 2 

- 1 1 


M 19 
E 2 


1 

1 


6 


8 

1 


4 


M 

E 6 


2 2 2 


E 


2 


1 - 1 


M i » - 

P - - » 

M30  - " - ---1147116 

Pi9  _ „ _„-__-i288 

M - - _ 

P 1 - - «__-----1 

M 2 " “ - --  --  --11 

E 1 - - - --  --  -1-- 

M i i - 

p . _ „ 


M 

P 1 


1 


M i 
P 


M 4 

5*  4 


1 


1 


1 

1 


1 

5 


M 3 

p 2 


1 


- - - - 1 1 

- - 1 1 - - 


M 8 

E 8 


M 73 
P 45 


- 3 20  25  25 
1 - - 12  32 


M 12 

p 19 


1 


3 


8 

19 


M 41 
P 48 

M 9 
P 14 


- 279  23 

1 1 3 8 35 

-1-53 

- - 1 2 11 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 
(contd.) 


Iirflijenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and 
Emph^ema 

Asthma 


Other  Diseases  of 
Respiratory  System 

Peptic  Ulcer 


IntCtS  final  obstrucfeim 
and  Hernia 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 


Other  Diseases  of 
Digestive  System 

Nephritis  and 
Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of 
Prostate 

Diseases  of  Musculo^ 
Skeletal  System 

Congenital  Anomalies 


Birth  Injury, 
difficult  Labour  etc. 

Other  causes  of 
Perinatal  Mortality 

Symptoms  and  HI- 
defined  conditions 

Motor  Vehicle 
Accidents 

All  other 
Accidents 


Suicide  and  Self- 
inflicted  Injuries 

All  other  External 
causes 


SEX  Total  Under  k 'weeks  1-  5“  15-  25-  35-  45-  55-  65-  75+ 
all  4 & under 

Ages  Y/eeks  1 year  ' 


TOTAL  all  causes  2?2  6 1 2 2 2 1 4 1 3 49  90  1 02 

F ^06^  1 - - - 3 5 ^5  42  136 

^78  ~7  n 1 2 2 T~7  22  64  132  238 
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CM  lA 


WAim  SFfPLias 


No  shortage  of  water  supplies  vjas  reported  from  ary  paxt  of  the 
District  in  19^8. 

Every  Parish  has  a piped  main  water  supply  and  12,100  houses  are 
supplied  directly  in  this  way  by  the  Bristol  7/atenvorks  Con^any.  Hov/ever, 
althou^i  every  parish  lias  a main  water  si:^ply,  not  every  house  can  be 
supplied  directly  from  the  maii'is  and  there  are  still  92  houses  in  the 
District  relying  on  other  sources « Three  are  supplied  from  a main  water 
standpipe,  fifty-seven  depend  on  wells,  tvrenty-two  on  springs  and  ten 
depend  on  collected  rain  water*  Durmg  the  year  three  wells  were  closed. 

Bacteriological  and  chemical  sampling  of  public  supplies  is  carried 
out  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company,  but  some  individual  sanpling  is 
also  done  by  the  Council’s  Public  Health  Department.  The  results  of 
such  sampling  are  given  in  the  Report  of  the  Cliief  Public  Health 
Inspector, 


During  the  floods  of  July,  19^8,  there  was  a danger  of  possible 
contamination  of  public  water  si:pplies  in  several  parts  of  the  District, 
and  there  was  close  co-operation  between  the  Bristol  Wateiwrarks  Conpany 
and  the  Public  Health  Department  during  this  period.  The  Somerset  Police 
were  of  great  help  in  providing  loud-speaker  cars  to  tour  effected  areas 
v/aming  householders  to  boil  mter  before  using  it. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


During  the  Sandford  Road  and  Parsons  Way  sewer  extensions 

at  Wins  combe  were  completed  at  a cost  of  £4,700. 


Put\rre  proposals  are 

(a)  BanY/ell  to  Langford  - Phases  2 & 3j  serving 

Churchill  and  Lower  Langf  ord  »” 
Approximate  cost  ; £189,000. 

(b)  Kewstoke,  including  Sand  Bay  - 

Approximate  cost  : £200,000. 

(c)  Compton  Bishop,  Cross  Area  - 
Approximate  cost  : £145000. 


The  following  Parishes  in  the  District  have  main  drainage  and 
sewage  disposal  systems  : 

Axbridge,  Banvifell  (sewage  disposal  affected  by  new 
proposals]^  Berrcw,  Bleadon,  Brean,  Brent  Knoll 
(sraall  part),  Cheddar,  Congresbury,  Hutton, 

Kewstoke  (small  part),  Locking,  Mark  (small  part), 
Shipham  (part),  Wedmore,  Winscombe  and  Wrington. 
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HOUSING- 


New  Houses  built  by 
Local  Authority  Private  Enterprise 


1957 

tl2 

124 

1958 

34 

145 

1959 

11 

181 

i960 

9 

284 

1961 

8 

290 

1962 

29 

247 

1965 

25 

296 

1964 

22f- 

Wir 

1965 

62 

434 

1 966 

17 

328 

1967 

38 

333 

1968 

27 

460 

396 

3 s 566 

Dijring  the  year  27  houses  were  built  by  the  Local  Authority,  bringing 
the  total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  District  Coiincil  to  1,790.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  41^  applicants  for  Cotmcil  housing  con5>ared  with 
31 9 in  December,  1967*  Of  these  41  ^ applicants,  141  were  considered  to  be 
urgent  cases  and  179  were  applicants  for  Old  Pec^le's  Dwellings.  In  1968 
460  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 

INFECTIOUS  DEK4SES 


The  Public  Health  (infectious  Diseases)  Regulations,  1968,  came 
into  force  at  the  beginning  of  October.  Six  diseases  were  deleted  from 
the  list  of  notifiable  diseases,  and  three  were  added  — tetanus,  yellow 
fever  and  leptospirosis  (rat -bite  fever).  Infective  jaundice  (which 
caused  so  much  trouble  in  the  Blagdon  area  in  1 967)  was  made  notifiable 
in  June,  1968. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  notification  of  infective  diseases 
in  the  District  during  the  years  - 

DISEASE  Total  Cases  notified 


Measles 


Dysentry  (amoebic  or  bacillary) 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cou^ 

Infective  Jaimdice 
Tiiberculosis  (a)  Respiratory 

(b)  Meninges  & C.N.S. 

(c)  Other  forms 

Diphtheria 

Tetanus 

Acute  Meningitis 

Acute  Encephalitis  (a)  Infective 

(b)  Post  Infectious 
Ophthalmia  Neonatcarum 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  fa)  Paralytic 

(b)  Non-paralytic 

Leptospirosis 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Typhoid  Fever 
Food  Poisoning 


Malaria 

Leprosy 

Erysipelas 
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280 

9 

28 

2 

1 


10 


1 


LCCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVIDES 


The  County  Council , as  the  Local  Health  Authority,,  is  responsible 
for  the  provision  of  a number  of  personal  Health  Sen/ices,  mainly 
connected  vd.th  maternity  and  child  welfare , the  School  Health  Service 
arxd  mental  healths 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  in  twelve  Villages  in  the  District. 

In  1 $66  a scheme  of  "attachment”  of  District  Nurses  to  the  practices  of 
general  medical  practitioners  was  started  and  is  proving  most  successful. 


HOSPITAL  SERVICES 


For  a number  of  years  now,  in  the  Annual  Report,  I have  been  reporting 
the  progress,  or  should  I call  it  the  lack  of  process,  of  the  buildmg 
of  a new  HOr^ital  for  the  Area,  The  building  of  l^ase  I,  the  Maternity 
Unit,  was  esqpected  to  start  in  1$6$  - 1970,  but  once  more  it  was 
postporK^d,  this  time  until  after  1972, 
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Ai^^NDIX 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  Meet Staging  Sut? -Committee  held  on  15th  July,  1968. 

" There  follow  the  Minutes  of  a meeting  of  the  Standing  Sub -Committee 

" held  on  i5th  July,  19^8,  but  as  the  occasion  for  the  meeting  was  one  for 
" which  there  was  no  precedent  and  of  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  there  will  be 
'*  no  repetition,  a preliminary  note  for  the  recora  seems  to  be  not  inappropriate. 

” On  Wednesday,  10th  Jul,y,  there  wa.s  heavy  rain  all  day  v/hich  intensified 

” during  the  everdngo  It  is  believed  that  5 inches  was  recsorded  in  12  hours. 

” The  result  was  that  in  the  parts  of  the  District  nearest  to  the  hills, 

” normally  small  watercourses  rapidly  became  torrents  and  walls  of  water  found 
**  new  cxjurses  across  noimally  dry  land.  Houses,  shops,  farms  and  workshops 
” were  quickly  flooded  to  depths  varying  from  six  inches  to  as  many  feet 
“ more®  The  rush  of  water  was  such  that  great  dairipi was  done,  not  only  to 
'*  buildings,  but  to  fields,  gardens  and  roads.  The  most  spsctacsilar  damage 
’•  was  in  Cheddar  where  water  peiuied  back  at  Cliarter house,  broke  throu^  and 
” rushed  down  Velvet  Bottom  and.  Black  Rock,  coming  down,  the  G-orge  with 
'*  siifficient  fort?e  to  tear  holes  man;7  feet  wide  and  deep  at  the  sides  of  the 
'«  road,  before  going  down  the  swoI].en  river  into  the  vnia.ge®  The  situation 
” at  Con^esbury  wa.s  similar,  vhere  the  swollen  Xeo,  having  swept  throu^ 

” Langford,,  spilled  over  its  banks  and  rushed  throu^  the  Village,  entering 
” buildings  v/ithout  any  hindrance.  The  brooks  at  WediTKDre  arid  Blackford  also 
" rose  to  incredible  heists j indeed  Blackford,  for  its  size,  was  probably 
” the  place  hardest  liit.  As  communications  were  restored  on  the  following  and 
'*  subsequent  days,  reports  of  damage  and  inconvenience  to  a ^eater  or  less 
" degree  came  in  from  ifbcbridge,  Banwell,  Blagdon,  Burrington,  Butcombe,  Cheddar, 

" Churdiill,  Con^jton  Bishop,  Gongresbury,  East  Brent,  Loxton,  ¥/eare,  Wedmore, 

" Wins  comb©  and  Wrington. 

'*  se2Tvices  of  the  Council  were  in  demand  from  the  beginning, 

" The  ni^t  tel^hone  was  ringing  frcan  the  close  of  business  on  Wednesday, 

” until  1.50  acffl.,  and  started  again  at  4o45  a.m.  on  Thursday.  Many  of  the 
” calls  were  for  the  Hi^ways  Department  and  other  services,  but  it  rapidly 
” became  clear  that  the  technical  departments  woiild  be  fully  occupied  in 
" maintaining  their  normal  services  as  far  as  consistent  with  giving  urgent 
assistance.  Administrative  and  technical  decisions  were  accordin^y  talcen 
*’  as  befitted  the  emergency, 

Sy  "the  morning  of  Monday,  15th  July,  things  had  settled  dowr*.  smYici- 
ently  for  a conference  of  the  Chief  Officers  to  be  combined,  with  a meeting  of 
” the  Standing  Sub-Committee  viien  the  situation  was  reviewed,  the  actions  taken 
by  the  Officers  were  ratified  and  authority  was  given  for  further  actions  and 
expenditure.  The  Standing  Sub -Committee  was  called,  as  the  Civil  Protection 
Emergency  ComEriittee  was  not  re-nppointed  at  the  last  Annual  Meeting  pending  a 
decision  on  the  continuance  of  some  form  of  Civil  Protection. 

this  meeting  the  Medical  Officer  reported  on  the  action  he  had 
taken  to  secure  the  purity  of  water  supplies  and  to  deal  with  contaminated 
food  stuffs.  As  the  Axbridge  Tip  was  inaccessible,  he  had  arranged  for  refiose 
to  be  disposed  of  at  Weston,  to  secame  that  routine  collections  v/ere  not 
interrupted  and  that  accumulations  of  flood  damaged  goods  were  avoided.  The 
Surveyor  reported  on  inspections  of  the  sewage  pumping  stations  and  disposal 
works  and  other  installations  of  the  Council,  which  were  in  most  cases 
functioning  satisfactorily.  He  outlined  the  repairs  ■ssh.ich  mi^t  be  necessary. 

” A more  detailed  report  vrae  subsequently  presented  to  the  Works  Committee  ® 

" Housing  Manager  gave  details  of  the  effects  of  the  floods  on  the 
Council's  property  and  on  the  relatively  few  cases  in  which  people  had  bee2i 
„ permanently  homeless.  Surprisingly  the  houses  most  affected  were 

in  Woodborough  Crescent,  Winscorabe,  vhere  ei^t  houses  well  away  from  any 
watercourse,  were  flooded  to  a depth  of  5 ~ 4-  feeto  As  will  be  seen  from  the 
” Minutes,  the  Sub-Committee  approved  the  actions  so  far  taken  by  the  Officers 
*'  and  gave  them  authority  to  continue  on  the  same  lines. 


^®  Sub-Committee  was  concerned  as  to  the  cost  of  relief  work  and 
restoration.  It  approved  the  suggestion  of  the  Treasurer  that  the  product 
of  a penny  rate  (£p,420)  should  be  earmarked  to  cover  immediate  expenditure. 


(1) 


” one  half  to  be  used  for  repair  and  restoration  of  the  Council’s  opm 
'•  installations  and  the  remainder  on  emergency  services  to  •Uie  public  o The 
'*  Sub  “Committee  ^ve  careful  thou^t  to  the  launching  of  a District  Relief 
” Fund,  but  decided  to  advise  the  Chairman  that  it  would  be  preferable  to 
” keep  the  number  of  funds  to  a minimum  and  that  accordin^y  local  people 
'»  should  be  advised  to  st^jport  the  County  Appeal.  Ti’?hen  it  was  subsequently 
»»  discoveired  that  the  County  Fund  \vould  not  deal  with  individixal  cases  but 
” would  contribute  to  local  funds,  and  that  government  help  would  only  be 
» distributed  through  such  funds,  the  Chairman  decided  to  launch  a District 
••  Appeal,  A statement  is  attached  showing  the  state  of  the  Fund  and  of  the 
’*  claims  as  at  1st  August. 

" Certain  general  conclusions  can  be  drawn  from  the  events  of  the 

” last  three  weeks. 

'*  Tlie  first  is  that  the  Parish  is  a vital  unit  in  rural  government, 

" It  v/as  clearly  impossible  for  the  District  Council  with  its  limited  resources 
” in  manpov/er  to  organise  relief  work  in  all  the  affected  Parishes,  The 
’*  initiative  and  community  spirit  shown  in  tiie  worst  affected  places  by  the 
" Parish  Comcils  under  their  Chairmen  was  outstanding.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
” the  preparation  of  civil  emergenqjr  plans  was  interrupted  at  a stage  when 
” parishes  were  to  be  invited  to  prepare  formal,  plans  but  except  possibly  in 
" the  matter  of  channels  of  communication,  this  did  not  hinder  the  exercise 
" of  loc^,  initiative.  The  attention  of  the  Local  Government  Commission 
" mi^t  well  be  drawn  to  this  ai^ect  of  the  incident, 

” The  second  is  that  the  ^irit  of  nei^b curliness  and  self  help  is 

” still  very  mudi  alive.  The  Council  has  no  official  knowledge  of  the 
” assistance  given  by  nei^iboiurs  but  acknowledgment  should  be  made  of  the 
**  Immediate  reaction  of  the  W.R,V.S,  and  of  the  ready  response  of  the  R.A.F. 

” Station  at  Locking  to  an  appeal  for  assistance.  Apart  from  providing 
” accommodation  for  people  tenporarily  displaced  from  the  Old  People’s 
” Bungalov^  at  Winscombe,  Sidcot  School  provided  volunteers  to  help  in 
•*  cleaning  up,  as  did  Sexey’s  School,  the  Kings  of  Wessex  School  and  Churchill 
” Secondary  School. 

" The  third  is  that  the  statutory  services,  such,  as  the  Police  and 

'•  Fire  Brigade,  were  equal  to  the  strain  inposed  on  them.  The  response  of 
*•  the  Council’s  own  officers  and  employees  was  most  Ratifying.  They  and 
« tbs  Hi^ways  Department  did  excellent  work  in  maintaining  normal,  services 
••  as  well  as  undertaking  urgent  works  of  r^air  and  replacement.  The 
«•  considerable  problems  of  refuse  disposal  were  tackled  without  hesitation 
'*  and  telephone  calls  were  dealt  with  efficiently  imder  trying  conditions. 

" This  incident  will  give  rise  to  considerable  disaassion  on  the 

'•  value  of  a volunteer  civil  protection  organisation.  It  is  doubtful  if 
»'  such  an  organisation  would  ever  be  in  sufficient  strength  to  avoid  the 
•’  need  for  volimtary  effort  by  members  of  the  public,  but  there  is  no 
” doubt  that  a parish  or^misation  with  recognised  channels  of  communication 
" to  the  District  Council  would  be  advantageous,  ” 


(2) 


ANimL  REPORT 


of  the 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  BTSFBCTOR 
1968 

To:  THE  CHAIRMAH  AND  MEIIBERS  OF  THE 

iXBRIDGE  RURAL  DTSTRICT  COUHCIL 


Mr.  Chairmaiij  Ladies  and  G-entlemen 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Tear  1 968 ; 


HOUSING 

The  following  tables  indicate  the  progress  made  during  the 
year  in  dealing  with  sub -standard  houses:- 


Discretionaiy  Improvement  Grants 

Received 


Position  at  31st 
December  5 1 967 

Applications  dealt 
with  during  I968 


590  applications 

(637  dwellings) 

18  applications 
(19  dwellings) 


Approved 

573  applications 
(638  dwellings) 

18  applications 
(19  dwellings) 


Re.jected 

17  applications 
(19  dwellings) 

Nil 


Position  at  31st  6O8  applications  591  applications  17  applications 
December,  I968  (676  dwellings)  (657  dwellings)  (19  dwellings) 


Standard  Improvement  Grants 


Position  at  31st 
December,  I967 


Applications 

Received 


Applications  Applications 
Approved  Rejected 


189 


181 


8 


Applications  dealt 

with  during  1968  20  20 


Position  at  31st 

December,  1968  209  201  8 


Rural  Housing  Survey 

During  the  year  35  surveyed  houses  were  made  fit  con^Dared  with 
31  in  1967*  8 houses  were  demolished  or  closed  during  the  year® 

The  suimmary  of  categories,  revised  to  December,  1968,  is  as  follows:  “ 

Number  of  properties  satisfactory  in  all  respects  1»i99 
(Category  1 ) 

Number  of  properties  with  minor  defects 
(Category  2) 
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515 


Number  of  Properties  requiring  major  repair 
of  structural  alterations  (Category  3)  1»973 

Numiber  of  Properties  unfit  for  habitation 
and  incapable  of  repair  at  reatsonable 
cost  (Category  5)  172 


Statutory  Action  under  the  Provisions  of 
the  Housing  Acts 

During  the  year^  statutory  action  under  the  provisions  of  Section 
16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957?  "was  instituted  in  respect  of  13  d^vellings. 
The  result  of  such  action  is  summarised  as  follows? - 


Cases  under  consideration  at  31*12. 6?  18 

During  1968 

Demolition  Orders  made  2 

Closing  Orders  made  3 

Undertalcings  accepted  not  to  use  premises 

for  human  habitation  until  made  fit  9 

Undertakings  accepted  to  make  premises  fit  3 

Cases  under  consideration  at  31*12.68  14 


07HRCRQTO)ING 

On  the  31st  December,  1968,  there  v/ere  no  cases  of  statutory 
overcrowding  on  the  Register. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


A. 


B. 


Number  of  licensed  caravan  sites 
( more  than  one  caravan) 

Total  number  of  caravans 
permitted  on  these  sites 

Niimber  of  licensed  caravan  sites 
(single  caravans) 


(a)  Residential  7 

(b ) Holiday  64 

(a)  Residential  392 

(b)  Holiday  3. •*086 

(a)  Residential  1 6 

(b ) Holiday  6 


C.  Nmber  of  tented  sites 
licensed  during  the  year 


9 


„ 2 - 


Number  of  tents  permitted 
on  these  sites 


523 


FOOD  PREMISES 


Details  of  the  niaaber  of  routine  inspections  of  food  premises  are 
given  in  the  summary  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

No  statutory  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year. 


Particulars  of  the  various  types  of 

food  premises 

i in  the  District 

are 

given  below:  - 

Food  Premises  in  Area 

No.  of 

Pitted  to 

To  whidi 

Fitted  to 

(excluding  registered 

comply  with 

Regal  9 

comply  with 

dairy  premises) 

Reg.  16 

applies 

Reg.  19 

A. 

Food  Manufacturing  Premises 

Edible  Fat  Refineries 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Cheese  Steaw  Factory 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cheese  Factories 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Bakers 

8 

8 

8 

8 

B. 

Retail  Shops 

Grocers 

145 

145 

Confeotioo^s 

40 

40 

Butchers 

22 

22 

22 

22 

Fishmongers  & Greengrocers 

5 

5 

5 

5 

(conijined) 

Greengrocers 

13 

13 

- 

Dairies 

3 

3 

3 

3 

C. 

Catering  Premises 
f including  sdiool  meals  & 

181 

180 

181 

181 

licensed  premises) 

D, 

Premises  registered  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  16  of 

the  Food  & Drus®  Act , 1 955 
(excluding  premises  used  for 

the  Maimfacture,  Storage  and 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream ) 

Sausage  making 

15 

15 

15 

15 

Fish  Frying 

5 

5 

5 

5 

E. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

Registered  Dairies 

NiLHnber  of  Milk- 

Distrihutors 


90 


HIE  CREAM 

The  Ice  Cream  maroifactured  in  the  District  is  manufactured  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etCa) 
Regulations^  1 to  1952  in  a preparation  room  whidd  has  been  specially 
adapted  for  the  puipose. 

Number  of  premises  registered 

for  the  manufacture  of  Ice 

Cream  (conplete  cold  mix)  1 

Number  of  premises  registered 
for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  207 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  results  of  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  the  monthly  water  samples  taken  from  the  public  supplies. 
All  these  supplies  are  chlorinated;  »= 


Probable  No.  of  Coliform 
Bacilli  MacConkey  2 days 


0 

per  100  ml. 

1 per 
100  ml. 

3 per  25  per 
100  ml.  100  ml. 

Cheddar  and  Axbridge 

12  sajnples 

South  Mendip  (Cross) 

11  samples 

1 sample 

South  Mendip  (Dui^eatt) 

1 1 samples 

1 sample 

North  Mendip  (Rowberrow) 

12  sanples 

Burrington 

12  samples 

Twin  Brook  Adit  (use  suspended 
following  July  floods) 

6 samples 

Blagdon 

1 1 samples 

1 sample 

Kewstoke 

12  samples 

North  Mendip  (Chelvey) 

12  samples 

99  samples 

1 sample 

1 sample  1 sample 

A sajiple  of  water  from  each 

of  the  above  supplies 

were  submitted  fear 

chemical  analysis  dui-'ing  the  year.  All  these  samples  were  reported  upon 
by  the  Analyst  as  being  free  from  plumb o-solvency  or  other  harmful 
contamination. 

38  sanples  of  water  wer*e  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  from 
private  premises  not  receiving  a sii^jply  from  the  public  mains.  14  of 
these  samples  proved  to  be  \ansatisfactcryo  3 houses  were  provided  with  a 
supply  of  water  from  the  public  main  in  siabstitution  for  a sipply  from  a 
private  so\orce. 


UESOIM)  FOOD  SURRENDERED 
OR  COHDEMNED 

(Excluding  meat  at  Slaughterhouses) 


Meat  at  retail  premises 

“ 14  lbs. 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

» 1 

cwt.  15  lbs. 

Canned  Meats  and  Pish 

- 4 

cwto  73  l^s. 

Canned  Fruit  and  Vegetables 

- 6 

cwt.  2 lbs. 

Fresh  Fruit  and  Vegetables 

- 2 

cwts.  5 lbs. 

Other  foods 

- 6 

cwts.  17  lbs 

The  sharp  in<a:^se  in  the  amount  of  food,  other  than  canned  foods, 
surrendered  or  condemned  during  the  year  is  due  to  the  large  quantity  of 
such  food  damaged  in  the  July  floods. 
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MEAT  INSEBCTIOW 


The  two  private  slau^terhouses  licensed  in  the  District  continued 
in  operation  tiiroughcut  the  year®  In  additioUj  a new  licence  was  issued  in 
respect  of  the  Slau^terhouse  at  the  Meat  Research  Institute  at  Lan^osrd. 

Th^re  are  no  poultry  processing  establisiments  in  the  District. 

The  following  table  gives  par’fciculars  of  carcases  and  offal  inspected 
and  condeBined  in  whole  or  in  part  during  the  years 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs  Horses 

Number  killed 

142 

6 

417 

287 

Number  inspected 

142 

6 

417 

287 

Ail  diseases  exoent 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cvstioerci 

Whole;  carcases  condeimed 

- 

_ 

“ 

Carcass  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
Gondem23ed 

45 

44 

4 

Percental  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  otlier  than 
tuberculcsis  and 
cystioerci 

31 .7 

10»6 

1,3  " 

Tuberculosis  orQv 
Whole  car-eases  condemned 

. 

Carcases  of  wlaich  some 
part  or  cr^nwas 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculos is 

«e 

Cvsticsercosis 

Carcases  of  “s^^ich  some 
pari’  or  organ  was 
condemned 

1 

«w 

M 

OsLi'cases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
reftrigeration 

1 

Generalised  atnd 
totally  condemned 

- 

Weight  of  ^meat  condemned  (in  lbs)  fcxr: 
'a)  Tuberculosis 
(b)  Cysticer^DSis 
’c)  Other 

Total  (in  lbs  „ ) condemned 


332f 


78 

78 


10 

10 
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CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 


Total  nmber  of  septic  tanks 
arud  settlement  tanks  en^tied 
during  the  year  1>183 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AM)  DISPOSAL 


The  second  of  the  three  phases  ^hicsh  will  laltimately  result  in  a 
weekly  refuse  collection  throughout  the  District,  was  iuipleinented  during 
the  year. 

Increasing  use  was  made  of  the  fecial  collection  service  for 
bialky  refuse. 


Number  of  Refuse  Vehicles 
in  operation  8 (+1  stand-by) 

Estimated  amount  of  refuse 
collected  diaring  the  year  12,150  tons 


Total  amount  of  salvaged 
material  disposed  of 
during  theyears- 


(a) 

Rags 

Tons  Cwts 
5 6 

Qrs 

£ s.  d. 
135.  3.  0. 

(b) 

Non-ferrous  metals 

ON 

CM 

1 

246.  5.  0. 

NDISE  ABATEMENT  ACT.  I960 

Two  complaints  of  noise  nuisance  were  received  during  the  year 
one  related  to  barking  dogs  in  boarding  kennels,  and  the  other  to  a 
milking  machine.  In  both  cases  the  Cotmcil  decided  that  no  action  was 
called  for. 


No,  of  complaints  received  2 

No,  of  conplaints  investigated  2 

Total  number  of  visits  4 

Abatement  Notices  served  Nil 
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THE  gPPICES,  SHOPS  & RAILWAY  PBEIQSEg'AOT , 196^  ' 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  report  submitted  to  the  Minister  of 
Labour  for  the  year  ending  31  st  December,  1 968s  - 


Registration  and  G^nera-T  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 


Offices 
Retail  Shops 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public.  Canteens 
Fuel  Storage  Depots 


Total  g 


No,  of 

Total  No, 

No,  of  registered 

premises 

of  registered 

premises  receiving 

registered 

premises  at 

general  inspections 

during  Year 

end  of  Year 

during  Year 

5 

65 

55 

13 

148 

148 

» 

9 

4.3 

37 

18  265  2^9 


Mmiber  of  Visits  of  all  kluda  by 
to  Registered  R^emises 


340 


Analysis  of  persons  employed  Ijn 
Premises  by  Workplace 


Offices 

Retail  Shops  52^5 
Wholesale  Departments,  Warelwxises  68 
Catering  establishments  op^  to  the  public  192 
Canteens  ^ 
Fuel  Storage  D^ots  „ 


Total  g 


020  )Males  g 3^9 
^ )Pemalesg  551 


to  all  classes  of  premigftB^ 


Space,  Tanperature,^  Sanitary  Conveniences o Wajhinpr  Facilities 


No.  of  exemptions  ciarrent  at  31.1 2.68  Nil 

Noo  of  exemptions  @:anted  or  extended  during  year  Nil 

No,  of  applications  refused  or  exenptions  Nil 

withdrawn  during  year 

No.  of  cases  \tiere  enployees  opposed  application  Nil 
No,  of  Appeals  to  Court  made  Nil 

No,  of  Appeals  to  Court  allowed  Nil 


Prosecutions 

Prosecutions  instituted  of  Mdiich  the 
hearing  was  cospleted  in  the  Year 

Number  of  Inspectors  appointed  tmdftT* 
Igo^^]52(l  ) Act 

Number  of  other  Staff  employed  for  most  of 
tteir  time_on  work  in  connection  with  the  Act 
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SUEPLEMEOT  TO  AUNUAL  EETI3RN 


on.  Form  O0S0R0I4  ^ Year  endliig  31  »1 2,68 


O^'ERCROWDINO 

No  cases  of  overcrowding  were  found  during  the  year 
and  there  were  none  outstanding  from  previous  inspections  <, 


TEMPERATURE 

No  new  problem  concerning  ten^jeratxire  was  encoTantered 
during  the  year. 


ABSTRACTS 


Special  attention  was  directed  during  the  year  to  ensuring 
that  at  all  registered  premises  either  a copy  of  the  abstract  of 
the  Act  was  displayed  or  each  en5>loyee  had  been  provided  with  a 
summary  of  the  Act, 

It  is  interesting  to  note  thatj  since  the  Act  came  into 
operation,  only  one  con^laint,  relating  to  heating,  has  been 
received  from  an  employee. 


ACCIDENTS 

Most  of  the  accidents  notified  were  of  a minor  diaracter 
involving  strains  and  bruises , due  to  careless  handling  of  goods. 


DSPBCTS  REMIDIED  AS  THE  RESULT  OF  INFORMAL  ACTION 


Abstracts  provided  &3 
Overcrowding  abated 

Heating  improved  2 
Ventilation  inrproved 

Thermometers  provided  1 8 
Lighting  ln5>roved  2 
Floor  and  st^s  repaired 

Seating  improved  i 
Machine  ©larding  improved  3 
Staircase  - handrails  provided  2 
First  Aid  Kits  provided  17 
Washing  facilities  provided  or  improved  4 
Sanitary  accommodation  provided  or  improved  2 


ACCIDENTS 

Nuniber  of  accidents  reported  10 


Number  of  accidents  requiring 

investigation  and  investigated  3 
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BODENT  COICTROL 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMGE  BY  EESTS  ACT,  1 %9 


NON 

AGRICULTURAL  AGRICULTURAL 


Total  nuiaber  of  premises  (including 
nearby  properties)  inspected  following 


notifications 

505 

86 

Number  infested  by 

(1) 

Rats 

286 

47 

(2) 

Itlice 

12 

Nil 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and  mice  for  reason  other 


than  notification 

467 

279 

Number  infested  by 

(1) 

Rats 

1C2 

153 

(2) 

Mice 

1 

Nil 

Number  of  sewerage  systems 
test  baited 


Number  of  sewerage  systems  needing 
treatment  and  treated  for  rat 

infestation  3 


Nuinber  of  Council  owned  properties 
(excluding  Council  Houses) 

treated  for  rat  infestation  2k- 


Nuiaber  of  treatments  of  Council 
owner  properties  for  rat 
infestation 


36 


FACTORIES  AM)  WORKSHOPS 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  19^1 


Part  I of  the  Act 

1 e BISPSCTIOIIS  for  p\a:pose  of  provisions  of  health 


Premises 

Nmber  on 
Register 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  whidi 
sections  1,2,3A& 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

4 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

108 

153 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
Outworkers*  Premises) 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTALS  s 

115 

160 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Gages  in  which  LiEb^JjOTS  were  found 

Number  of  cases  in  ^/^ich  defects  were  foiind 
Found  Remedied  Referr-eds  Nmber  of  cases 

To  H,M.  By  H,M.  in  Tighich  prosecu- 
Insp.  Insp,  tions  \vere  instituted 


Want  of  Cleanliness  (S1 ) „ o.  „ „ 

Overcrowding  (S2)  _ ^ - 

UnL'easonabls  tenperature  CS3)  „ 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S4)  = _ « „ 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S6)  » - « 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S7) 

(a)  Ins\ifficient  2 - « » 

lb)  Unsiiitable  or  defective  3 2 “3 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  » ^ „ 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences  ==  «> 

relating  to  Outwork)  

TOTALS;  52  “3 


PART  VIII  of  the  Act 
(Outworfc  (Sectio^  153  and  13^) 


Section  135  Section  134 


No, of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required  by 
Sec.133(l)(c) 

No,  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

No,  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  sipply 
lists 

No,  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unvdiole- 
some 

premises 

Notices  Prose- 
served  cutions 

Dressing  Dolls 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Glove  Making 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

All  other 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Classifications 

TOTALS; 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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SmMAE]f  OP  WORK  CATO  TF.D  OTlT  BY  OR  UM3ER  TEE 
SUiMYISION  OF  ohe'  PUBL^^l^mTs^rasT^’ 


Total  nuaSser  of  inspeetions  made  (including  re“=inspections)  4# 336 

Total  number  of  houses  and  premises  inspected  2,155 


Nuaiber  of  inspectioias  made  of,  and  visits  paid  tos- 
Dwelling  houses 

Pood  premises  and  Catering  establishment  (Pood  & Drugs  Act) 

Caravan  Sites  and  Moveable  Dwelling 

Factories 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

Ice-Cream  Premises 

Dairies 

Drainage  Systems 
Swill  Boiling  Plants 
Agricsultural  Holdings 

Premises  as  the  result  of  complaints  of  nuisance 
Premises  in  ooraieGtion  with  water  si^plies 


1,462 

751 

635 

l6o 

340 

26 

31 

244- 

11 

145 

4S6 

56 


Tests  of  Swimming  Bath  Water  62 
Investigations  into  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  and  Pood  Poisoning  37 
Premises,  disinfested  or  disinfected  -j8 
Drain  tests  of  Drainage  Systems  believed  to  be  defective  29 
Smoke  observations  . 

Samples  of  faeces  siismitted  for  laboratory  examination  17 


In  conclusion  I woTild  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Council  for  their  support  and  the  Medical.  Officer  of  Health,  the  other 
Chief  Officers  of  the  Council  and  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
for  their  co-operation  and  assistance  during  the  year® 


I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


Jo  H.  ELLIS 


Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector. 
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